COLLIN C. PETERSON, MINNESOTA,
CHAIRMAN

DAVID SCOTT, GEORGIA

JIM COSTA, CALIFORNIA

MARCIA L. FUDGE, OHIO

JAMES P. MCGOVERN, MASSACHUSETTS

FILEMON VELA, TEXAS

STACEY E. PLASKETT, VIRGIN ISLANDS

ALMA S. ADAMS, NORTH CAROLINA,
VICE CHAIR

ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER, VIRGINIA

JAHANA HAYES, CONNECTICUT

ANTONIO DELGADO, NEW YORK

TJ COX, CALIFORNIA

ANGIE CRAIG, MINNESOTA

ANTHONY BRINDISI, NEW YORK

JOSH HARDER, CALIFORNIA

KIM SCHRIER, WASHINGTON

CHELLIE PINGREE, MAINE

CHERI BUSTOS, ILLINOIS

SEAN PATRICK MALONEY, NEW YORK

SALUD 0. CARBAJAL, CALIFORNIA

AL LAWSON, Jr., FLORIDA

TOM O'HALLERAN, ARIZONA

JIMMY PANETTA, CALIFORNIA

ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA

CYNTHIA AXNE, IOWA

XOCHITL TORRES SMALL, NEW MEXICO

N.3. Aovse of Representatioes

Committee on Agriculture

Room 13501, Longworth Frouse Office Building
Aashington, DC 20515—600)

(202) 225-2171

September 18, 2020

K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS,
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

GLENN THOMPSON, PENNSYLVANIA
AUSTIN SCOTT, GEORGIA .
ERIC A. “RICK” CRAWFORD, ARKANSAS
SCOTT DesJARLAIS, TENNESSEE
VICKY HARTZLER, MISSOURI

DOUG LAMALFA, CALIFORNIA
RODNEY DAVIS, ILLINOIS

TED S. YOHO, FLORIDA

RICK W. ALLEN, GEORGIA

MIKE BOST, ILLINOIS

DAVID ROUZER, NORTH CAROLINA
RALPH LEE ABRAHAM, LOUISIANA
TRENT KELLY, MISSISSIPPI

JAMES COMER, KENTUCKY "
ROGER W. MARSHALL, KANSAS

DON BACON, NEBRASKA

NEAL P. DUNN, FLORIDA

DUSTY JOHNSON, SOUTH DAKOTA
JAMES R. BAIRD, INDIANA

JIM HAGEDORN, MINNESOTA

ANNE SIMMONS,
STAFF DIRECTOR
MATTHEW S. SCHERTZ,
MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Bill Northey
Under Secretary

Farm Production and Conservation
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Under Secretary Northey,

I am writing to share my concern regarding the exclusion of Minnesota counties in the Risk
Management Agency’s (RMA) decision to permit farmers who planted cover crops on prevented plant
acres in select counties in North and South Dakota to hay, graze, or chop those fields beginning
September 1% rather November 1%

Flooding and excessive rainfall in parts of the country has resulted in a significant amount of prevented
plant claims under Federal crop insurance this year. These unforeseen weather events and the need for
animal feed has pushed farmers to ask for flexibility around the use of a cover crop planted on
prevented plant acreage for haying, grazing and cutting for silage.

Farmers in my district have faced the same weather events as farmers in North and South Dakota, but
they have been excluded from this provision. The decision not to include contiguous counties across
the state line in Minnesota doesn’t make sense if your decision was based on weather impacts.

I would like clarification as to why farmers in Minnesota counties are ineligible for the earlier date to
hay, graze or chop cover crops planted on prevent plant acres this year. What basis did the agency use
in determining what counties to approve and why was that basis not made publicly available in the
August 17" RMA Managers Bulletin (MGR-20-022) that went out on this issue?

I look forward to your response on this matter.
Sincerely,

Collin C. Peterson
Chairman

agriculture.house.gov



